20            LIFE ON THE STAGE
The hands that clutched the umbrella trembled — she raised her eyes and looked at me. I had noticed their blue-ness a moment before — now they were almost black, so swiftly had the pupils dilated, and slowly the tears rose in them. All the father in me shrank under the child's bitter disappointment; all the actor in me thrilled at the power of expression in the girl's face, and I hastily added: ' Oh, well! You may come back in a day or two, and if anyone appears meantime who is short enough to march with you I'll take you on,' and after I got to my office I remembered the girl had not spoken a single word, but had won an engagement — for I knew I should engage her — with a pair of tear-filled eyes."
The following Tuesday, under the protection of the ever-faithful Blanche, I again presented myself and was engaged for the term of two weeks, to go on the stage in the marches and dances of a play called " The Seven Sisters/' for which service I was to receive three dollars a week, or fifty cents a night, as there were no matinees then, and so I entered, with wide-astonished eyes, into that dim, dusty, chaotic place known as " behind the scenes " — a strange place, where nothing is and everything may be.
In the daytime I found the stage a thing dead — at night, with the blazing of the gas, it lived! for light is its life, music is its soul, and the play its brain.
Silently and cautiously I walked about, gazing curiously at the "scenes," so fine on one side, so bare and cheap on the other; at the tarlatan " glass windows "; at the green "calico sea," lying flat and waveless on the floor. Everything there pretended to be something else, and at last I said solemnly to Blanche: " Is everything only make-believe in a theatre ? "
And she turned her gum to the other side and answered:
" Yes, everything's make-believe — except salary day! "
Then came the rehearsal — everything was military
just then — and there was a Zouave drill to learn, as well
as a couple of dances.   The women and girls who had